How to Clean Up "Accidents," Urine & Feces from Dogs
Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff
"Prevent 'scent posts' in your home by cleaning up accidents thoroughly."
Whenever dogs urinate or defecate, specific scent chemicals are passed with the urine and feces. The
smell of these substances triggers an elimination reflex in dogs that is not unlike the territorial
marking of their wild relatives. Dogs naturally return to an area where these scent chemicals are
present, thus creating 'scent posts,' places where dogs consistently eliminate.
This instinctive behavior is an aid to housetraining puppies, since they learn to associate their
outside scent posts as the place to eliminate. Unfortunately, scent posts can also be an obstacle to
housetraining if (and when) your puppy has an accident indoors.
Cleaning up accidents thoroughly is critical to preventing the creation of scent posts in your home.
With scent capacities estimated to be a hundred times greater than humans, dogs can easily detect
urine and fecal odors that have been cleaned with conventional household cleaners, carpet
shampoos, and ammonia. The result can be a distressing pattern of repeated accidents in the same
spot.
To prevent your dog from making scent posts in your home, first blot the area with a rag or towel to remove as much of the
dampness as possible. Then treat the area with a chemical odor remover that uses natural anti-microbial enzymes to break
down and neutralize the odor. These are the only products that attack the molecular structure of the odor-causing bacteria, as
opposed to simply covering up the odor.
While accidents do happen, the best way to keep scent posts outside the home is to closely supervise your puppy when not
crated indoors.

How to Clean Up "Accidents," Urine & Feces from Dogs - Page 1 of 1
Unauthorized use of any images, thumbnails, illustrations, descriptions, article content, or registered trademarks of Foster & Smith, Inc. is strictly
prohibited under copyright law. Site content, including photography, descriptions, pricing, promotions, and availability are subject to change without
notice. These restrictions are necessary in order to protect not only our copyrighted intellectual property, but also the health of pets, since articles or
images that are altered or edited after download could result in misinformation that may harm companion animals, aquatic life, or native species.

