Ununited Anconeal Process (Elbow Dysplasia) in Dogs
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An ununited anconeal process (UAP) is a disorder of the elbow. It occurs when a
small bony projection called the anconeal process fails to unite and fuse with the
ulna, the smaller of the bones making up the foreleg. The anconeal process is
critical for the proper formation of the elbow joint. It provides stability to the joint,
especially when the leg is extended.
Generally, the anconeal process and ulna fuse by 24 weeks of age. After this age, a
lameness will develop if the anconeal process remains separated. German
Shepherds, Basset Hounds, and Saint Bernards have the highest incidence of UAP.
It is considered a genetically transmitted disorder and affected individuals should
not be bred.
What are the symptoms?
This condition can affect one or both elbows. The dog will be lame on the involved
limb(s). Additionally, the elbow may appear swollen and painful, especially when
the leg is extended. Most cases are seen in young dogs between six and twelve
months of age.
What are the risks?
Quite commonly, without
treatment, the joint will become
severely painful and useless. The
dog will walk on three legs, or
not at all if both elbows are
involved. The condition worsens
with age, with severe arthritic
changes occurring.
Dogs with an ununited anconeal
process may have other
abnormalities of the bones in the
elbow joint. Sometimes a flap or
piece of cartilage may become
dislodged from the bone. This is
called osteochondritis dissecans.
What is the management?
Radiographs (x-rays) are needed
to confirm the diagnosis. Once
confirmed, surgery is generally
recommended. Several surgical
procedures can be used to either
attach the anconeal process with
screws, or remove it completely. Even with surgery, the function of the elbow joint is usually compromised to some degree.

Ununited Anconeal Process (Elbow Dysplasia) in Dogs - Page 1 of 1
Unauthorized use of any images, thumbnails, illustrations, descriptions, article content, or registered trademarks of Foster & Smith, Inc. is strictly
prohibited under copyright law. Site content, including photography, descriptions, pricing, promotions, and availability are subject to change without
notice. These restrictions are necessary in order to protect not only our copyrighted intellectual property, but also the health of pets, since articles or
images that are altered or edited after download could result in misinformation that may harm companion animals, aquatic life, or native species.

